March 20, 2007

“Out beyond the ideas of right and wrong doing there is a field. I will meet you there.”
-Jalaludin Rumi
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Dear friends and loved ones-

While serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in China and in Yap, one of the most important lessons that I learned was that by befriending and understanding people of different cultures, the world becomes a better place. Misunderstandings are the root of many conflicts and if we strive to understand other people, conflicts may cease to exist. 
As I transition into becoming a teacher, it is my goal to teach my students the importance of understanding people who are different than them; by extending my knowledge to children I hope that they will grow up to be peaceful and caring individuals. 
This summer, I have the opportunity to deepen my understanding of the world and its people by attending a conflict resolution training course in Amman, Jordan (June 10-24, 2007). This course, “Promoting Peace through Dialogue,” is a two week class and three day international conference organized by Global Majority (www.globalmajority.net ), a non-profit organization which believes the majority of world citizens hope for a peaceful planet absent of violent conflict. United Nations University and the Palestine-Israel Journal are among the many sponsors of this conference. Besides being trained in interest-based negotiation, mediation, conflict management in conflict zones, environmental conflict management, and cultural and gender aspects of conflict resolution, I will have the opportunity to meet students and professionals from all over the world who share the same concern for peace that I do. 

After the workshop I hope to travel to Palestine/ Israel with other students to meet people who live in the tumultuous region and talk to them about their vision of peace.
Each one of us has the ability to change the world. I choose to do it through education. In going to Jordan I hope to build friendships and understanding with young leaders from all over the world. I also hope to deepen my understanding of conflict resolution so that in the future, I can teach my students skills that will help them run and maintain a peaceful civil society tomorrow.

In order to attend this conference I am asking for your support. The cost of this workshop is $5280.00. This is a list of expenses:

· Conference tuition- $2,900.00
· Round-trip plane ticket to Amman, Jordan from Los Angeles- $1,700.00 (as quoted on www.priceline.com )

· One week extended stay in Palestine/ Israel- $650.00

· Application fee- $30.00

As most of you know, I am a graduate student and cannot afford this expense on my own. In offering your support, whether it is monetary or otherwise, I will honor these promises to you:

1) To teach my students all that I have learned on my travels so that they are better prepared to use peaceful negotiation as a means to solve conflicts

2) To write about my experience in the Middle East so that you will know what I have seen, heard, and learned

3) To donate any extra money earned through fundraising to Global Majority so that they may continue to hold educational workshops in the community on conflict resolution
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Any support you may offer is much appreciated. Whether it is knowledge of the Middle East, contacts, money, or words of encouragement, I will appreciate and honor all contributions equally. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by e-mail at (your email address) or by telephone at (your phone number).
In order for your contributions to be tax-deductible, the check must be made out to Global Majority. Please indicate on your check that the contribution is to me (your name). Checks can be sent to me at:

…Your Name…
…Care of Global Majority…
…Your mailing address…
Please indicate whether or not you would like your contribution returned if I do not raise enough money to attend the conference. If you do not request your money to be returned, it will be donated to Global Majority. Thank you for your support!
Sincerely,
(Your Name)
